Teachers’ Notes - History

The History of
Greenham Common
Whilst most people associate the name Greenham with the Cold War and protests
about nuclear weapons, the area has a history which stretches back thousands of
years to the Stone Age. Churches and chapels appeared with the spread of
Christianity, whilst wealthy Victorians found Greenham the perfect place to live.
The area has seen many changes and seems to have come a complete circle,
finally being restored back to natural heathland.

AIMS

This unit aims to give children an understanding of the history of Greenham
Common and how its use has changed over the years. It is important for children
to have some understanding of the history of the area in which they live and to
understand that they can play a part in the continuing development of Greenham
Common. The story of the Newbury Coat provides children with an interesting
local story and with the ‘second’ coat being on show at West Berkshire Museum in
Newbury, the children could actually go and see a part of their local history!

WHAT DOES THIS UNIT CONSIST OF?
This unit consists of 2 different activities:
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✪

What is special about Greenham Common?

✪

The Newbury Coat
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What is special
about Greenham
Common?
DISCUSSION

The four discussion cards aim to get children thinking and working as a group to
discuss issues and come up with their own ideas and thoughts. Split the class and
give groups just one discussion card. Using the cards, encourage children to
explore, develop and sustain ideas through discussion and then to share their
ideas with the rest of the class once the activity has been completed.
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CURRICULUM LINKS NC History:

To identify differences between ways of life at different times
To identify and describe reasons for historical changes
How sources of information help us learn about the past
To study how an aspect of the local area has changed over time

Literacy:

Speak & listen for a wide range of purposes in different contexts:
(Take turns and different roles in a discussion, participate in
conversation/discussion, make appropriate contributions, speak
competently, explore, develop & sustain ideas through talk)
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What is special
about Greenham
Common?
This PowerPoint presentation aims to give children an insight into the history of
Greenham Common. It is a simple account, being suitable to use with Key Stage 2
children. It could be used as a simple introduction to the other units, if there is
little understanding of the Common and its significance. This is designed to be
used as a starting point and a selection of discussion topics are provided. A
simpler, image only version is available with notes for the teacher, encouraging
discussion in the class.

CURRICULUM LINKS NC History:

To identify differences between ways of life at different times
To identify and describe reasons for historical changes
How sources of information help us learn about the past
To study how an aspect of the local area has changed over time
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The Newbury Coat
The story of the Newbury Coat is a great way to introduce a piece of local history
to children. The PowerPoint presentation tells the story in an easy, accessible way
for both Key Stage 1 and 2 children. This presentation is suitable for use in a
Literacy lesson, either being used with the whole class or by individuals at PCs. The
activity then encourages children to re-write the text for a younger audience,
sequencing the story and presenting it in a cartoon form.

CURRICULUM LINKS NC History:

To identify differences between ways of life at different times
To identify and describe reasons for historical changes
How sources of information help us learn about the past
To study how an aspect of the local area has changed over time

Literacy:
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Read & write for a range of purposes:
(retrieve information, sequence, and adapt texts)
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